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Retroperitoneal lymph node dissection
6 steps, each one the authored title and caption from the interactive animation,
with the frame captured from that step. Read it before the case, or print it and work
through the steps in order.

Teaching only, not for diagnosis or treatment decisions. The text on this sheet is the animation's
own step copy, reproduced verbatim.
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01 Midline exposure of the retroperitoneum

The midline is opened and the posterior peritoneum incised, the
duodenum and right colon mobilised off the great vessels until the
retroperitoneum sits bare from renal veins to the bifurcation.
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02 Template boundaries

The template is chosen before a vessel is touched: full bilateral for
post-chemotherapy residual masses and bulky or bilateral disease, modified
unilateral only for selected primary cases.

03 Dissection on the aorta

The aorta is lifted and rolled and the lumbar arteries ligated or clipped as
the packet comes off its wall.

The inferior mesenteric artery is preserved unless the template demands its
division.
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04 Dissection on the IVC: the lumbar veins

The cava is rolled the same way.

The lumbar veins are the named pitfall of the operation: short, posterior,
and they tear the cava at its back wall if pulled instead of controlled.
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05 Sympathetic chain preservation

The sympathetic chains are identified running longitudinal and lateral,
picked up with the golden fibres of the postganglionic nerves, and preserved
when the disease allows.

Ejaculation survives only if they do.
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06 Residual mass out intact

The mass and all packets leave the vessel walls clean and intact.

Teratoma does not respond to chemotherapy: what is left behind grows,
and malignant transformation is its endgame.

Derived from RplndScene.tsx at build time: every step title and caption above is the authored ProcedureDef text, reproduced verbatim, and this page
shares its readable-points renderer with the animation itself. 6 of 6 steps have a captured frame.
Text fingerprint fbd9b41603cc258f. A caption edit without a re-capture fails the production check, so the sheet and the animation cannot drift apart
silently.
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Read before the case.
Debrief after it.
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